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RESUMEN

El papel del cacao en la estructura y-funcisn;ée las fincas de la
Regibn Brunca de Costa Rica, sus sistemas de produccidn y-princi?ales'
limitaciones, fueron estudiados como hase ﬁara sugerir lineas de investi-
gacidn y politicas ﬁara desarrollar el cultivo, Esto se hizo hasado en
una muestra y encuesta estructurada de 124 productores de cacao, ohserva-
ciones directas en una submuestra de 21 parcelas de éroduccién y-entrévisn
tas a personal del sistema bancario en la regiBn, realizadas entre el 1°

de setiembre'y el 2 de noviembre de 1980,

Las fincas son diversificadas, con una. asignacidn de tierra érinw
cipal en pastos y bosgques. Sin embargo, las actividades principales en
la generacifn de ingreso y en uniformar los ﬁerfilesrde flﬁjo de ‘dinero
en efectivo y uso de mano de obra en la finca, son cacao y otros cultivos
perennes, En peneral son fincas en establecimiento, poco capitalizadas,
cuyos prbpietarios refléjan la falta de incentivos en el drea éor_sﬁ ten-
dencia al autoabasto vy sﬁbsistencia. El Area tiene una infraestructura
vial v de mercado débil. Los servicios en general son escasos. En ﬁar~
ticular, la cobertura de la asistencia t&cnica y crédito agrfcola es muy

limitada.

El cacao constituye la ﬁrinciﬁal actividad econdmica-agricola ﬁara
la mayoria de las fincas. La mavor parte de las actividadesfdurante el
afio se relacionan.cop,su manejo y provee trabajo ﬁara toda la familia, Es
tambifn la actividad que recibe m#s atencidn en cuanto a insumos no tra-

dicionales.

- El cacao se cultiva generalmente en asocio, tanto durante su im-
plantacidn como en su estado adulto. 8e asocia principalmente con otros
cultivos perennes, incluyendo varios frutales que tienen gran potenbiai
?roductivo en el drea, falliando, sin embargo, en mercado. Cultivos anua-
les como raices, asociados al inicio de las ﬁlantaciones disminuyen los

costos de &stas y adelantan sus retornes,

En términos de fomento, las principales limitantes se relaclomvan

viii



con comercializacidn, crédito y asistencia t&cnica especializada para
cacaoc. Técnicamente son importantes: enfermedades como la moniliasis y
la mazorca negra; algunas plagas como hormigas y fallas en el manejo sa-

nitario de la sombra y del heneficio,

Los resultados sugieren la necesidad de una investigacifn de tipe
adaﬁtativo para mejorar el cacazo en la regidn, Esto permitiria aprove-
char los adelantos técnicos ya existentes en otras dreas del pais, pero
también las posibilidades y tecnologia de diversificacidn, existentes

incluso en las plantaciones de cacao, dentro de la regidn,

En cuanto a politicas y accidn institucional se sugiere atencidn
a los aspectos de comercializacidn, cré&dito, asistencia t&cnica & infra-

estructura vial.



SUMMARY

The role of cocoa ﬁroduction in the farming systems of the Brunca
Region of Costa Rica, the principal cocoa production systems and production
limitations, were studied to identify necessary research and policy lines
to further develop this crop within the region, The information is based
on a sample and structured-interview of 124 cocoa proeducers, direct ohser-
vations and measurements in a sub-sample of 21 cocoa production plots and
the interview of Ffour bank and credit persomnel in the region, made during

the period from September lst to November 2nd, 1980.

Farms are diversified and their land is assigned meostly te grass’
or left under forest. However, the main income generation activities are
cocoa and other perennial creops. These activities are also important in
providing an uniform profile of cash generation and labor utilization along
the year. In general, farmers use little capital, they are of recent
settlement in the region, and their behaviour reflects the lack of economic

incentives in the region. They tend to autosuficiency and subsistency,

The road and market infrastructure in the area is weak, General
services are scarce. Particularly, agricultural credit and technical

assistance is limited.

Cocoa as a crop, is the main agricultural-economic activity for the
majority of the farms. Most of the farm operational-activities along the
vear are related to the cocoa crop management which provides a continuous
on-farm work for the whole family. Cocea is also the enterprise which

receives most attention in terms of non-tradicional agricultural iaeputs,

Cocoa is produced mostly in association with other crops, both
during the establishment of a plantation and after this is already estab-
lished, It is usvally associated with perennial fruit trees which present
a great production potential in the area but a weak market develepment.
Annual crops, including tropical roots, are commonly associated during the
first stages of a cocoa plantation, which lielps to diminish the costs of

the plantation and advance some returns to investments,



The main institutional constraints for cocoa development are
related to a weak market, credit and technical assistance. The most
important technical constraints include some cocoa diseases wuch as
Monilia and Black pot; plagues, including ants; and management failures

in crop protection, shading and cocoa processing,

The results suggest the need for an adaptive type of research for
improving coca production in the region, This would allow to take ad-
vantage of technical advances already existing in other regions of the
country, but also of the local technology and ?otemtial for diversifi-

cation,

In terms of policies and institutional action, it is suggested
that marketing, credit, technical assistance and road infrastructure sbould

receive main attention,.
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