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DISERO Y APLICACION EN COSTA RICA DE UNA METODOLOGIA
PARA LA PLANIFICACION OPERATIVA DE UN SISTEMA DE

RESERVAS FORESTALES Y ZONAS PROTECTORAS

RESUMEN

Para Costa Rica vy los demds paises del trdpico americano,
resulta todo un reto enfrentar efectivamente los problemas
que se derivan del mal uso de los recursos naturales renova-
bles. Una de las principales medidas tomadas, generalmente
como emergencia, es el establecimiento de dreas silvestres
con objetivos especificos de conservacion. Estas 4dreas,
unidas en sistema, deben cumplir con los objetivos para los
que fueron creadas, a través de un manejo adecuado. Sin
embargo, esto se logra si se cuenta con planes de desarrollo
o planes operativos para cada drea vy en estos paises no
existe la capacidad para hacerlo. No se cuenta con equipos
planificados permanentes, ni metodologias apropiadas que

permitan contar con los planes en forma prdctica y oportuna.

Ante esta situacidn se disefic el presente trabajo, en el

cual se plantearon los siguientes objetivos:

1) Disefiar una metodologia para 1la planificacidn operativa

de reservas forestales y zonas protectoras,



2} Aplicar la metodologia en Costa Ries,
3) Evaluar el proceso metodoldgico,
4) Preparar una metodologia mejorada vy,

5) Preparar los instructivos para preparar planes operati-

vos.

Para cumplir con los objetivos propuestos, se procedid a 1la
revisidn de metodologias de planificacidn de dreas
silvestres y de sistemas, se discutid con los funcionarios
regponsables de las dreas en estudio, se disefid la
metodologia, se aplied y evalud en el sistema de reservas
forestales y zonas protectoras de Costa Rica, se hicieron
las correcciones y ajustes del <caso, para obtener una
metodologia mejorada y se prepararon planes operativos de

las dareas y del Departamento de Recursos Forestales.

Los resultados obtenidos demostraron que la metodologia pro-
puesta es aplicable y dtil. Con las mejoras que sufridé en
el proceso de evaluacidn y correccidn, mantuvo el disefio
original, pero fue modificada en aspectos de forma, gque le
permitieron ser mds clara y de fdcil uso, por lo tanto se
recomienda para ser aplicada en Costa Rica y los paises de
América Tropical, donde ademds se logrard obtener el

beneficio adicional también probado, de la
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capacitacidn permanente gque se da en el uso de la

metodoiogia.

Palabras claves: Solérzano, Costa Riea, Planificacidn

Operativa, Reservas Forestales, Zonas Protectoras.



DESING AND APPLICATION OF A METHODOLOGY FOR THE
OPERATIVE PLANNING OF A FORESTRY RESERVE AND

PROTECTION ZONE SYSTEM IN COSTA RICA

SUMMARY

An effective way to confront the problems that derive from
the incorrect use of replaceable natural resources is an
outstanding challenge for Costa Rica and the rest of the
countries in the American tropics. One of the most important
measures taken, usually as an emergency means, 1s the
establishment of wild forest reserves, with the specific
objective of conservation. These reserves, linked together
as systems, must meet those objectives for which they were
created, through appropiated management. However, this 1is
achieved only if there are plans for development or opera-
tion for each reserve area, and there is no capacity to do
so in these countries. There are no permanent planning
teams, nor are there adequate methodologies that will allow

the application of these plans promptly and practically.

In view of the above, the present study was designed, with

the followig objectives:

1) Design a methodology for an operative planning of forest

reserves and protective zones,
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2) Apply such a methodology in Costa Ricea,
3) Evaluate the methodological process,
4) Prepare an ilmproved methodology, and

5) Draw up the manuals for the preparation of operative

plans.

In order to fulfill the proposed objectives, a review of
planning methodologies for wild forest reserves and systems
was undertaken. The personnel responsible for the areas
under study were interviewed. The methodology was designed,
applied and evaluated in the system of forest reserves and
protective zones in Costa Rica. Such corrections and
adjustments as were necessary were performed, 1in order to
obtain an improved methodology. The mannuals were drawn up
and applied, to prepare the operative plans for the areas

and for the Department of Forest Reserves.

The results obtained show that it underwent during the
process of evaluation and correction, the contents of the
original design were mantained but were modified in form, 1in
such a way that it would be more comprehensible and easier
to apply. Thus it is recommended for use in Costa Rica and
other countries of American Tropies, where a proven and ad-
ditional benefit will be obtained: the permanent training

which 1s given during each stage of the methodology.

Key words: Solérzano, Costa Rica, Operavite Planning,

Forestry Reserve, Protection Zones.
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