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RESUMEN

La Republica Dominicana tiene graves problemas de
degradacidén de sus recursos naturales, sobre todo sus
bosques. A elloc han contribuido el rédpide crecimiento
demografico, la expansién de 1la frontera agricola y 1los
sistemas de produccién inadecuados. Entre las alternativas,
se plantea la necesidad de dimplementar provectos de
desarrollo rurales integrados y sistemas agroforestales, a
fin de transformar los sistemas tradicionales de produeccidn
de los pequefios agricultores.

En 1982, Enda-Caribe, una organizacién no gubernamental,
v la Federacién Campesina Zambrana-Chacuey, iniciaron un
Proyecto de desarrollo integral que incluia un programa de
dezarrollo agroforestal, dirigido a los pequefics campesinoes.
Este ha sido un proyvecto pionero en intentar integrar el
cultivo del 4rbol a los sistemas tradicionales de produccidn
campesina.

Esta investigacién evalud el impacto del componente
forestal del proyecto. A través del método de entrevistas
estructuradas a fondo, con campesinos y técnicos de campo
participantes de esta experiencia; se lograron identificar

varios logros. Uno de los principales alcances se obtuvo a
través de los viveros comunales e individuales, donde los
agricultores adquirieron nuevas destrezas que les ha

permitide cultivar 4rboles y difundir sus conocimientos. 5Se
encontré que las necesidades forestales del tabaco, principal
cultivo comercial de la zona, facilité 1la adopcidén de la
Acacia mangium, una de las especies promovidas por el
provecto. Ademas, se le prefiridé por su rapido erecimiento,
miltiples usos y porgue se le consideré un é&rbol hermoso.
Asimismo, el proyvecto de desarrollo integrado ha logrado
mejorar las condiciones de vida de los agricultores de la
zona por medioc de acciones como la educacidn para la salud,
nutricidén, letrinizacidén ¥ construccidn de pozos.
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SUMMARY
The Dominican Republic faces grave environmental
problems, particularly the destruction of its tropical
forest. This desforestation is due to rapid demographical
growth, the expansion of the agricultural frontier and
inadequate production systems. Among the alternatives taken

to solve these problems are integrated rural development
programs and  the introduction of agroforestry systems, so as
to transform the traditional peasant production systems.

In 1982, Enda-~Caribe, a non governmental arganization,

and the Federacion Campesina Zambrana-Chacuey began an
integrated rural development project, which included new
agroforestry practices, so that peasants would incorporate

tree cropping within their traditional production systems.

This study evaluated +the impact of the project s
forestry component. Based on in-depth structured interviews,
with peasants and agricultural technicians which participated
in the project, 1t was possible to identify several benefits.
One of the main achievements was the participation of small

farmers in communal and family tree nurseries. In these
nurseries new tree cultivation techniques have been put
into practice, a technology which has been passed on to other
farmers. The study found that the forestry needs on
caommercial tobacco farming facilitated the rapid and
widespread difussion of Acacia mangium, one of the new
species offered by the project. It was also found that this
species is prefered because of its rapid growth, multiple
uses and its beauty. Finally, the integrated development

project has improved the social conditions of the population
in the areas health education, nutrition and letrin and well
construction.
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