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RESUMENM

En Costa Rica para establecer un parque nacional es reqguisito
legal describir sus limites. La wosnsia de cumplir con este
requisits fue motivo de que la mayoria de los limites de estas

dreas se definieran en trabajo de gabinete sin previa comprobacidn

o oestudio de campo.

Como resultadn de este procedimients la mayorvia de 1nos pargues
nacionales v 4dreas afines incluyeron dentrao de sus limites
propiedades privadas. Algunas de éstas con tervenos de  buen
potencial productivo vy oen wuso agropecuaric que pone en duda la
neresidad de su compra por el Estado. Ademas existe la duda de
5i el disefs de muchas de esas dveas protegidas es el mas adecuado
y i tierras adjuntas a ellas actualmente sin proteccidn, son de

aptitud de conservacildn,

Es por esto gue debe estudiarse cuales deben ser los mejores
limites para esas areas protegidas. Con este fin se realizd el
presente estudic gque trats sobre . la redefinicidn de limites del
Fargue Nacional Volocdn Poas, donde se aplicd y comprobd una
metodologia pare rvedefinicidn de limites de areas silvestres

protegidas, elaborada por Sodoy (19840, Fara el area de estudiac
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m@ obtuvo informacidn de una serie de variables relativas al medic
figico, bioldégico, paisajistico vy saobre actividad humana, gue
proporoionaron la bage para decidir sobre limites mas apropiados
para el Fargus Nacional Velocan Foas. El analisis integrado vy
ponderacidn de variables se efectud tomando coms base el método
de superposicibdn de mapas transparentes segdn Mo Hargy (1969, Ge
propone agregar este procedimiento como herramienta  adwiliar de
la metodologia whbilizada. Comn esta adicidn, se concluye gue la
metochaiogia de redefinicidn de limites de areas protegidas es
apropiada y proporociona una guia de accidn légica vy sencilla para

cumplirv con el objetivo deseado.

De acuerdos con los rvesultados ocbhitenidos se proponen NUBVoSs
limites vy zonas de amortiguamients para el Farque Nacional Volcan
Pods.  Ademas se propone declarvar las lagunas Hule, Hosgue Alegre

y Eongo como "Area Recreativa NMacional bLaguna Hule'.



SUMMARY

In Costa Rica, to establish a national park it is necessary to
legally describe its boundaries. The wgent need to fulfill this
reguirement iz the reason why the majority of the boundaries of
axisting protected areas have been made based on desk worlk without

adeguate field study.

As a result, the majority of national parks and eguivalent
areas included private lands when created. Some of these lands
are wused for farming purposes making it difficult for  The
government to buy them. Besides, it seems that the design of
these areas is not appropiate, and in many cases areas with
considerable conservation value adjacent to existing parks limits
are not protected. This is why a study of the boundaries of these

arsas 18 needed.

This study deals with the redefinition of boundaries of cne such
area, Volodn Foas National Parvk. In this National Fark, general
a methodology to redefine the limits of protected areas CEodoy,
19841 was tested and improved which hopefully can be applied to
similar areas in Costa Rica and other countries. To  carry out
this work, information about  the physical and biclogical,

environment, scenic values, and human activity in and avound the



parks was obtained. A1l these variables were taken as basis to
decide about what the best boundaries to the Volcdn Foas National
Part wouwld be. The thorough analysis and pondering of  variables
ware made through the use of transparent overley maps Mo Hava,
1969 . It has been proposed to incorporate this procedure as a
additional component  of  the methodology wsed. With this
improvement, it is believed that the methodology used is adequate
and that it offers a easy and legical guide to achieve the desired

ob jective of improved national parks limits.

A5 a result of fThe study, new limits and buffer zones for the
Voloan Foas National Fark are proposed. In addition  the
establishment of a nearby national recreation arsa is proposed

which would includ the Hule, Bosgus Alegre and Congo lagoons.
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