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MATAMOROS, A. Metodologia para la planificacién estratégica del subsistema

n301onal de reservas forestales y categorias afinesj y su aplicacién en
Costa Rica. Tesis Mag. Sc. Turrialba, Costa Rica, UCR/CATIE, 1985,

RESUMEN

Como una medida para tratar de ordenar la utilizacidn de los recursos
existentes en los bosques tropicales naturales, y con ello salvaguardar el
patrimonio natural para futuras generaciones, la mayoria de los paises de
América Latina han establecido reservas forestales y categorias afines con

objetivos especificos de conservacidn y manejo forestal

Sin embargo, en virtualmente todos los paises, incluyendo Costa Rica,
la identificacidn y seleccién de estas éreas se realiz§ en forma individual
¥ sin respaldo de criterios técnicos y cientificos, en forma sistemitica.
Esta 51tuaci§n ha ocasionado problemas en su manejo, existiendo fuertes du-

das sobre la categoria de manejo, forma, lfmites y uso potencial de las &reas.

Por tal razdm, el presente estudio desarrolla una metodologia que per-
mite identificar, evaluar y seleccionar el conjunto de dreas que formarfan

un Subsistema Nacional de Reservas Forestales y Categorias Afines. A la vez,

proporciona las orientaciones necesarias para establecer las prioridades y

estrategias para su administracién y manejo. La metodologia fue desarrolla-

da con base a la experiencia generada en planificacidn de subsistemas de

areas silvestres, en varios paises de América Latina.

La metodologia fue aplicada en Costa Rica, donde se realizd una evalua-

clbn de las reservas forestales y zonas protectoras existentes., Las mismas,

representan un 9,5% del territorio nacional., Como resultado de la evaluacidn

xi



se determind que la mayorfa de las Areas no cumplen con los objetivos de la
categoria de manejo con que se establecid. Muestra de ello, es que a sBlo

12 de las 30 éreas:estudiadas, se recomienda mantener la categorfa de manejo,
con que fueron establecidas. Ademds, se realizd una identificacidn de nuevas
dreas potenciales a fin de cubrir los "vacTos" existentes dentro del subsis-—
tema., En el anfdlisis, se determind que muy pocas de las Areas silvestres

existentes, no protegidas, podrfan cumplir con los objetivos del subsistema,

Como resultado final de la evaluacidn sistemdtica realizada, se propone
un Subsistema Nacional de Reservas Forestales y Categorias Afines, compuesto
por 4 Reservas Forestales y 12 Zénas Protectoras (que representan el 6.65%
del territorio nacional), Paralelamente, se dan los lineamientos y orienta-
ciones de carfcter politico, legal y administrativo requeridos para un mane-

jo adecuado del mismo,

Finalmente, el estudio concluye que 1la ejecucidén del plan estratdgico,
no resuelve la problemdtica forestal existente, en cuanto a disponibilidad de
recursos para suplir la demanda de productos forestales en los proximos afios,

por lo que se sugiere otras medidas complementarias,

Palabras claves:

Areas Silvestres, M&todos y técnicas, Planificacidn, Conservacifn, Mane-

jo forestal, Costa Rica.
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METHODOLOGY FOR STRATEGIC PLANNING OF THE NATIONAL
FOREST RESERVES AND SIMILAR CATEGORIES
SUB-SYSTEM AND ITS APPLICATION IN
COSTA RICA

SUMMARY

In an effort to try to manage the resources of natural tropical

forests and to safeguard natural heritage for future generations, most

Latin American countries have established forest reserves and similar

protected areas with sgpecific conservation and forest management ob-

jectives.

Nevertheless, in virtually all countries, ihcluding Costa Rica, the
identification and selection of these areas was carried out on an indivi-

dual basis and without the systematic support of technical and sclentific

criteria, This situation has caused problems in the management of these

areas, creating strong doubts about their management category, their con-

figuration, their boundaries and their potential use.

For these reasons, the present study develops a methodology to identify,

evaluate and select areas that could,together,form a Sub-System of Natienal

Forest Reserves and Similar Categories, At the same time, it provides the

necessary orientation to establish priorities and strategies for thelr ad-
ministration and management. This methodology was developed by reviewing

the experience acquired in planning wildlands by several Latinamerican

countries, It was applied to Costa Rica, where an evaluation of existing

forest reserves and forest protection zones was carried out. These areas

represent 9.5% of the national territory, As a result of this evaluatien,

it was determined that the majority of these areas does not comply with
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the objectives of the management category in which they were established,
It is recommended that only 12 of the 30 areas studied maintain their
original management category., As a result, an identification of new poten-
tial areas was undertaken in orden to £ill in the "éaps" left within the
sub-systems, 1In the analysis, it was determined that very few existing
—not protected- wildlands could comply with the sub-system's objectives,

As a final result of the systematic evaluation, the establishment of
a National Forest Reserves and Similar Categories Sub-system, formed by 4
Forest Reserves and 12 Forest Protection Zones, is proposed for Costa Rica,
covering 6,65% of the national territory. At the same time, guidelines
covering political, legal and administrative aspects are given for their
adequate management.,

Finally, the study concluded that existing forestry problems such as
availability of forest resources to meet future demand will not be solved
with the implementation of a strategy plan. Therefore, other complementary

measures are suggested.

Key words:

Wildlife Areas, Methods and tecniques, Planning, Conservation ,

Forestry management, Costa Rica.
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